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Morris Campus Student Association
University of Minnesota, Morris
Morris, Minnesota 56267
September 12th, 2011
I.

Roll Call
a. Van Cleve called the meeting to order at 6:04pm.
b. Granaas called roll; Representative Dale was tardy.
II.
For Action: Approve Agenda
a. Govada motioned to approve the agenda for the meeting; second by Peters.
b. Motion carried.
III.
For Action: Approve Minutes
a. Govada motioned to approve the minutes from the 8/29/11 meeting; second by Donovan.
b. Motion carried.
IV.
President’s Remarks
a. Campus Assembly will be meeting within the next few weeks. Meetings are mandatory
for Campus Assembly representatives.
b. MCSA Committees will meet tonight after Forum adjourns.
V.
For Action: Executive Committee Election
a. Govada motioned to open nominations for membership on the Executive Committee;
second by Wente.
i. Rosana nominated Blankenfeld; Blankenfeld accepted.
ii. Showalter nominated Nyberg; Nyberg declined.
iii. Olmscheid nominated Vogel; Vogel accepted.
iv. Patterson nominated McBrady; McBrady declined.
b. Govada motioned close nominations; second by Wente.
c. Donovan motioned to suspend the rules to move to the next item; second by Trumper.
Motion carried.
d. Blankenfeld was elected by a majority ballot vote.
VI.
For Information: First Year Election
a. Rook announced that the elections for First-Year elections will be held Wednesday
through Friday. A sign-up sheet is available for tabling at Food Service on Wednesday.
b. Members of the Election Commission will be visiting residence halls and Community
Councils this week. Others are welcome to join.
VII. For Information: Budget Presented by Secretary Forde
a. MCSA has a budget funded through AFRC. A new position, the additional SLC position,
was created after our budget was submitted to AFRC last spring. At AFRCs first meeting
this fall, MCSA will propose to take some of our carry-forward amount to make a line
item for the stipend of the additional position.
b. Last year, MCSA voted to give money to co-sponsor on-campus events that warranted
extra funds that could not be funded through another avenue. MCSA can continue to cosponsor events through this type of funding.
c. Resources and Operations will be drafting a budget proposal for the 2012-13 academic
year during the spring semester.
VIII. For Information: Fall Retreat
a. The mandatory Fall Retreat will be Sunday the 18th from 3:30 until 6pm at the La Fave
House. We will be going through a type of training and orientation for student
government.
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IX.
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b. Food will be provided; let Van Cleve know of any special dietary needs.
For Action: UMACS Conference Sponsorship Resolution
a. Govada motioned to approve the Resolution; second by Wente.
i. This is a resolution brought forth to provide four UMM students with registration
costs to attend the UMACS conference. The students named have committed to
working with the Green Taskforce coordinated by MCSA through the Resources
and Operations committee. Allowing students to attend these events will provide
educational benefit for the students who will be contributing to the MCSA-related
taskforce.
ii. Showalter did not think it was fair to finance only four select individuals.
iii. Wente inquired as to how the individuals were selected.
1. Forde explained that the individuals were chosen based on their
commitment to the Green Task Force, in association with the MCSA
Resources and Operations Committee.
iv. Fairbanks expressed her favor for this resolution because of its ability to provide
student-driven growth for the UMM campus.
v. Forde explained that other individuals were offered the opportunity to express
interest in attending the conference.
vi. Vogel asked what the direct benefit would be for sending students to the
conference.
1. Forde explained that concurrent sessions would be equally beneficial and
educational for students on the Task Force.
vii. Preston discussed the history of MCSA Co-Sponsorships, as well as some of the
criteria MCSA used to support co-sponsorships in the past.
1. Forde explained that this resolution is not a Co-Sponsorship; it is a
resolution through MCSA to sponsor ourselves as an organization.
viii. Vogel asked if the students selected were in such a position that they could bring
ideas to our organization and campus. Additionally, Vogel asked for more
information regarding the nominations and credentials of the students involved.
1. Forde responded by saying the solicitation wasn’t more broad because
there were individuals already in place to do the work that MCSA would
expect them to do under the Task Force.
ix. Showalter motioned to strike the names of the individuals and replace with “four
individuals to be selected by MCSA at the September 19 th Forum Meeting”;
second by Nyberg.
1. Showalter expressed that this would allow MCSA to have more of a say
over the selection of individuals.
2. Patterson explained that it is unclear to MCSA about where the Taskforce
originated and where it falls under the MCSA umbrella.
3. Govada reminded MCSA that the Taskforce was created through MCSA,
so MCSA has interest in seeing the taskforce succeed. Additionally,
delaying this resolution would do no good because it will be too late to
register for the conference at this point.
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4. Vogel voiced his support of the resolution.
5. Forde explained that he is not convinced that the body as a whole, who has
not been working closely on this project, should be making a decision that
influences this project so closely.
6. Preston advocated a selection process that was more transparent. Although
it’s not technically a co-sponsorship, we are beating around the bush to
call it anything else.
7. Showalter asked about the registration deadline for the event.
8. Forde expressed that the deadline is fast-approaching
9. Wente expressed displeasure with the selection process of this resolution,
especially since no MCSA members were aware of the resolution or the
opportunity until this point.
10. Vogel expressed his trust in Forde’s judgment for compiling a group of
quality individuals.
11. Robinson asked about the background of the Taskforce. Forde explained
that the Taskforce is still in the brainstorming and coordination phase.
This would likely continue in the form of weekly meetings. Forde
admitted that not all four individuals were present at the only meeting
conducted this semester.
12. Narayan asked if there is a possibility of more than four people attending.
Forde explained that the number was chosen based on the ability to
coordinate well and serve on the taskforce.
13. Donovan motioned to call the question; second by Showalter.
14. Amendment failed.
x. Vogel motioned to amend the list and the monetary amount to include registration
costs for Wente; second by Forde.
1. Donovan expressed that $20 is not terribly expensive for a personal
interest in the conference.
2. Robinson expressed his discomfort in the selection process, but would not
like to continue the selection at this time.
3. Preston would not like to fully subsidize each person’s registration fee.
Preston also recommends a self-imposed time limit on speaking.
4. Showalter thinks it is not a logical way to spend MCSA funds.
5. Forde expressed his displeasure in MCSA not wanting to sponsor and
reinvest in itself.
6. Representatives Rook, Preston, and Robinson left Forum.
7. Vogel believes that the individuals on the list were hand-picked by a
competent individual.
8. Nyberg asked if other funds were available. Forde stated that at least one
of them does not have the money to attend.
9. Govada added that Executive Committee did approve the list. At the end
of the day, MCSA has chosen these individuals to represent our
organization and improve our presence.
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10. Donovan motioned to call the question; second by Helgerson.
11. Showalter called division; the amendment passed by a 14-4-4 vote.
xi. Showalter voiced that he is uncomfortable with the selection process and is in
opposition to this resolution.
xii. Motion carried.
X.
Organization Reports
a. Announcements for the upcoming week were made for the following organizations: SLC,
Mo-Fems and WOCA, Faculty and P&A Affairs Committee, Pi Sigma Alpha,
International Relations Club, and Political Science Division.
XI.
Old Business
a. None
XII. New Business
a. MCSA Committees will meet for a short time after Forum.
XIII. Adjourn
a. Showalter motioned to adjourn the meeting; second by Govada.
b. Meeting adjourned at 6:58pm.
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